Cetuximab-induced cutaneous toxicity.
Epidermal growth factor receptor inhibitors are recently utilized by oncologists in advanced cases of certain malignancies. However, these agents are associated with numerous cutaneous adverse reactions. To systematically review the cutaneous toxicity of cetuximab-treated patients. An analysis of a series of 24 patients (20 men and 4 women) treated with cetuximab (12 patients with head and neck cancer and 12 patients with colorectal cancer) was performed with respect to relevant clinical characteristics. A total of 22 patients (91.7%) developed pustular or maculopapular follicular eruption, often referred to as acneiform rash. One patient (4.2%) developed paronychia in the course of cetuximab therapy. All patients with head and neck cancer had a combination treatment with radiotherapy and experienced radiation dermatitis accompanied by skin xerosis. Anaphylactic reaction was observed in three patients (12.5%). The most frequent cutaneous side effect reported in this series was acneiform eruption. The authors observed that all women with acneiform rash had only limited facial involvement, whereas all but one man experienced more widespread lesions of the face, the back and the chest. We found no association between the extent and severity of cutaneous eruptions (grade 1 vs. grade 2) and patients' response to therapy.